
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ref: 2049 JMG/ES                                                                                                                                   

Dear Parents,                          2nd March 2020  

Able, Gifted and Talented (AG+T) trip to Cambridge University – Sidney Sussex College 

Each year we organise a trip to visit one of the colleges at either Oxford or Cambridge University. We open this up to 

the Year 10 students who we believe have the potential to apply to universities such as these. This is an opportunity 

to gain an insight into university life at one of the country’s most prestigious educational institutions. We find the 

experience extremely valuable, opening our students’ eyes to their potential and exploring the possibilities for future 

study.  

We would like to invite your son / daughter to be a part of this year’s trip. As well as being a student who has been 

identified as able in more than one area across the curriculum, we also feel that the positive attitude they show 

towards their studies means that they will gain much from such a worthwhile event. 

The trip is on Tuesday 10th March. We will be travelling by minibus and will need to leave by 5.30am. Therefore we 

ask that students be dropped off by 5.20am. The drop off point will be confirmed nearer the date. Our estimated 

return time is 7.45pm, subject to traffic. We allow mobile phones on the trip so that students can contact parents 

should there be any traffic issues. If they do not have a phone with them a member of staff will make the call if 

necessary. If your contact details have changed recently, please let us know. 

I include a brief itinerary below. Students must bring with them a pen and notebook, a snack and a packed lunch for 

the journey if required, and money should they wish to buy anything at the service station. Students are not required 

to wear school uniform, but I would suggest they wear comfortable footwear and also have a coat and/or umbrella.   

Please return the permission slip signed and with any notable updates or reminders to your child’s medical / dietary 

details. This trip does have a subsidised cost of £30 which is payable on parent pay.  

Coming to a shortlist of ten students has been very difficult with such an able cohort, so I would be very grateful if you 

could notify me of your intention as soon as is convenient by returning the reply slip, no later than Thursday 5th 

March, otherwise the place may be offered to another student.  

Email address is: enquires@burscoughprioryacademy.org If you have any other questions, please don’t hesitate to 

contact. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr McGrath 

Mr McGrath 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Approx time Activity 

05.20-5.30 Depart from the front of school (tbc) in the minibus  

 Comfort break at service station 

9.30 -10.00 Arrival and registration at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge 

10.00 – 11.00 Introduction to Cambridge talk, covering an introduction to Higher Education and the city 

of Cambridge, and some student finance information 

11.00 – 12.15 Visit and mini-lecture at the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, followed by short 

lunch break 

12.30– 13.45 Life at a Cambridge college: 
- ‘Student Life’ workshop with current undergraduates 
- Lunch and college tour 

14.00 – 15.00 Academic taster session – three mini taster lessons to give an insight into university 

teaching and learning 

15.00 – 15.30 Concluding comments and plenary talk 

15.30 Depart for school 

 Comfort break at service station 

19.45 Estimated arrival time back at school 

 

Date & Time:  Tuesday 10th March 2020 

 

Time:   5.30am to 7.45pm 

 

Lunch:   Students to bring own packed lunches 

 

Transport:   Via coach. Students will be back in school by approximately 7.45pm 

 

Clothing:  Students are not required to wear school uniform but must have appropriate footwear and 

outerwear for walking outdoors through Cambridge. 

 

Expectations:  As representatives of Burscough Priory Academy, students will behave in a polite and 

considerate manner at all times in accordance with the Academy Behaviour Policy. The 

decisions and instructions of staff must be entirely respected and followed at all times. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Educational Visits / Trips Terms and Conditions 
Payments (if applicable) 
All payments are non-refundable. If a student decides not to participate in a reserved visit / trip, cancellation will 
only be accepted in writing from the parent/carer. The Academy will endeavour to fill places that become available 
with a suitable replacement but this cannot be guaranteed.  If there are insufficient numbers for a trip to go ahead 
then the trip will be cancelled. 
Deposits collected for visits are done so according to the tour operator or booking agencies regulations and are 
therefore non-refundable in most cases. The terms and conditions of the Tour Operator or Agent will apply. In the 
event of the trip being oversubscribed, we will allocate places on a “first come, first served” basis. 
All visits based on particular curriculum subjects and necessary to follow the course are funded on a voluntary 
contributions basis. These contributions are required in order for trips to run. If you have financial difficulties, please 
do not hesitate to contact the school to discuss further. Any visit deemed to be a reward trip or not essential to 
following the curriculum has to be paid for in full. 
 
How to make Online Payments 
Please log into your account and select the trip and enter the amount due. Add the trip to the basket, click proceed 
to basket, then checkout. At checkout you can view your details and then click process payment. 
You are then directed to the secure payment page where you can enter your debit card details and make payment 
 
Behaviour 
All students must adhere to the Academy’s Behaviour and Rewards Policy (available on the website). If members of 
staff have prior concerns about the behaviour of a student or they have been excluded or in the PDC, the Academy 
reserve the right to exclude or withdraw them from the trip and payments will not be refundable. In the event of a 
serious behavioural incident, appropriate sanctions will be implemented.  It is possible that we may feel it necessary 
to send a child home. In this unlikely event, parents/carers will be wholly responsible for the financial implications. If 
students are not required to wear their school uniform, please ensure that appropriate clothing and outerwear is 
worn for the visit. 
 
Consent 
If a completed permission slip and payment (if required) has not been received by the due date the student will not 
be able to participate on the educational visit or trip. Handwritten notes/letters or verbal consent will not be 
accepted. 
You may also email your consent and medical form to academytrips@burscoughprioryacademy.org  Please note for 
security purposes  only a recognised email address from our Management Information System will be used to 
acknowledge your consent or refusal.  The email must confirm any changes to the medical and emergency contact 
information. 
 
Transport Arrangements for Visits Returning out of School Hours 
If the trip returns to school after the end of the school day, students will not be able to use the normal school bus 
service and will need to arrange their own transport arrangements to get home. 
When collecting students from school please park in the car park at the rear of school and not in the front layby. 
 
Insurance and Risk Assessments 
Copies of Risk Assessments are available from school. Please note that visits and trips are covered by the Academy’s 
Travel & Personal Accident Insurance If you feel that you require additional insurance you will need to make 
separate arrangements. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BURSCOUGH PRIORY ACADEMY PARENTAL/CARER PERMISSION SLIP 

 
Please return this form to Mr McGrath by Thursday 5th March at the latest 

 
 
Name of Student:      Tutor Group 
 
 
Educational Visit to:     Cambridge University – Sidney Sussex College 
 
Date and time: Tuesday 10th March 5.30am - 7.45pm 
 
I permit my child to participate in the above educational visit. 
 
I have paid £30 via school gateway. 
 
Please tick and complete (if relevant) one of the following: 
 
 
                 I confirm that there is no change to the medical and/or emergency contact information since the last time  
 
 this was provided to the school. 
 
 
                  There has been a change to the medical and/or emergency contact information since the last time this was  
 
 provided to the school. Please note details below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent/Carer Signature: 

 

Print Name 

 

 


